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7 strange genius who was forgotten 


_ By BERNARD RAMM 


herever you turn today you collide with Soren 
kegaard, the remarkable Dane who lived in the first 
of the 19th century in Copenhagen. He is a time- 
ib because his writings did not “explode” till the 
“ae 


ve peer into the book display. Kierkegaard is rap- 
ecoming a modern “church father,” not unlike 


fluence on be tae ee eg Here is the an- 


Because he was such an unusual personality. His 
is a fascinating story in itself. As a physical speci- 
he was peculiar locking—short, with sharp fea- 
and semblances of being a hunchback. 

father was a poor man who came to Copenhagen 
om the country and made a modest fortune. The pe- 
Miliar character of his father helped create the melan- 
y personality of the son. Once as a poor sheep-herd- 
n a small island, with his body chilled by the cold 
his life embittered with poverty, he raised his hand 
eaven and cursed God. Pere Kierkegaard never re- 
red from the repercussion of this experience, and 
e life was thereafter deeply somber in colour. 
<egaard had a romance with Regina Olsen. Re- 


ision. In es inner Sat eel and Bouse, war- 
was fighting, Kierkegaard saw reflected his re- 


with Regina. 
saard was a clever and bitter critic of Danish 


Feat His death was perhaps aod along 
violent and dedicated manner in which he 
‘his oes eee was no coward 
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who Se his enemies in his study, and ae clear ots 
of the noise and thunder of battle. 

Kierkegaard’s mode of life was peculiar. He practically 
lived in the centre of the town, so to speak. He was seen 
frequently in its streets, in its coffee shops, and in its_ aie 
theatres. He was such a common “character” thatéven 
the children took to teasing him. % e 

In his house he followed most interesting work habits. 4 
He had several desks that one stood before rather than 
sat before. He would move around his quarters from _ 
desk to desk as the inward pressures of thought and © 
genius sought their expression in the written page. 

2. Kierkegaard was remarkable for his literary pro- 
ductions. He is at the same time Denmark’s great theo- 
logian, philosopher of religion and man of letters! Per- 
haps, the closest parallel is Jonathan Edwards in early — hy 
American theology and literature. His Treatise on the 
Will is judged as much a literary classic as it is a theo- . % 
logical one. val 

Kierkegaard died young, 42, for a scholar’s career ' eats 
he wrote a good-sized library. It is not only remarkeablaia 2 je 
for its size, but for its ere ae, He wrote ser- 4 be 


ans a ote ae tales. He was See in his analy 
sis of the inner life, vivid and picturesque in describing | a 
characters, the master of irony in criticism, an equal of 
Voltaire in sceptical lampooning, and very moving in na “si 
spiritual meditations. ae 
The speed with which he wrote is another mark of hig 4 
genius. He could turn out profound works with the : 
(Continued on page 9) 
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News and Notes 


Humboldt, Iowa, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Frantz-Oluf Lund, pastor. 
During the past year we have ex- 
perienced both joy and sorrow but 
the Lord has been good to us through 
all. Before Christmas of ’57, we lost 
our former pastor, Wesley Anderson, 
and family when they accepted a call 
to Evan, Minn. We were without a 
regular pastor until Easter, however, 
we were most fortunate in having 
good student pastors to fill our pulpit. 
March 30th Pastor Lund held his first 
regular service and how glad we were 
to again have our own minister. Not 
only in our church are we glad to 
have and work with Pastor Lund, but 
the community has also welcomed him 
into their civic activities. 


: In May Tabitha circle was organiz- 
ed. This is an evening group for 
working girls and mothers with chil- 

dren who cannot attend the afternoon 
Ladies Aid. This group has some 25 
members. The circle isn’t large in 
numbers but much progress already 
has been made. One of the projects of 
this group at Christmas time was writ- 
ing letters to our Missionaries. 
member wrote a letter. 


The Sunday School is growing to 

the extent that there isn’t adequate 

room to take care of the classes prop- 

_ erly. We are still looking forward to 

< the day when we will have a larger 

_ church and we hope it will be in the 
near future. 


_ Pastor Lund has a Bible study group 
that he conducts twice each month. 
_ This is for all who are interested in 
more Bible learning. He also has 
started a Young Married People’s 
group that meets once each month. 
We have two choirs, junior and 
senior, both under the direction of 
_ Miss Julie Wertch, music teacher in 
=e Our high school. These choirs are 
__ also growing in numbers. 
- The Dorcas Ladies Aid and the Will- 
ing Workers, both afternoon groups 
_ that meet once a month, are doing 
much for the church, 


Pastor Lund had been in the com- 
munity but a short time when he was 
asked to direct the Humboldt Com- 

munity Chorus, a chorus of some 24 
: Voices. Another new group he has 
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formed is the Humboldt Community 
Symphony Orchestra, most of the 
members are beginners. At present 
there are 32 pieces. Mrs. Lund is the 
soloist and also plays violin. Pastor 
and Mrs. Lund’s daughter, Ingrid, 
plays violin as well. 


PENNA. BOARD APPROVES BIRTH 

CONTROL FOR RELIEF CLIENTS 

By a 4 to 3 vote, the Pennsylvania 
Board of Public Assistance recom- 
mended that welfare department case- 
workers suggest birth control practices 
to persons on relief when “there is 
a need” and no religious restrictions 
exist. 

Following the vote, Public Welfare 
secretary Harry Shapiro said he would 
not put the proposal into effect “un- 
less I am bound to do so by law.” 

‘T regret,” Mr. Shapiro said, “that 
a matter so controversial had to be 
acted on in such a short time. It is 
my opinion at this moment that it is 
an administrative matter and that this 
action is not binding on the secretary.” 

A vote on the controversial issue 
was forced by board member Emery 
E. Bacon of Pittsburgh, educational 
director for the United Steelworkers 
of America, after some members had 
asked for a delay. 

Dr. Jesse D. Reber, chairman of the 
board and general secretary of the 
Pennsylvania Council of Churches, 
voted against the resolution after try- 
ing without success to delay the ac- 
tion. The issue has “far-reaching im- 
plications in certain groups,” he said. 


PROTESTANT MISSIONARY 
CHARGES PERSECUTION IN LATIN 
AMERICA ‘HARD REALITY’ 

A Protestant missionary leader said 
in Philadelphia that “Roman Cath- 
olic persecution of Protestant Chris- 
tians in Latin America is a hard real- 
ity that should disturb deeply all 
freedom-loving people.” 

Dr. Jerome J. Fussell, missions edi- 
tor of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, said “the full story of what 
Protestant Christians have been call- 
ed to bear at the hands of fellow 
Christians in Latin America represents 
one of the darkest chapters in modern 
church history.” 

He made the statement in a com- 
ment on news reports of remarks by 
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the Rev. Harold N. Auler, Sr., vet 
E & R missionary in Honduras, 
newsmen following the annual me 
ing of the denomination’s Board oy 
International Missions in Cleveland, C 

Dr. Fussell’s statement was releasee 
in New York by the E & R O 
of Communication, which said that 
Auler had called the news repo. 
“misquotation.” The missionary 
reported to have said persecution: 
Protestants in South America ~ 
“sreatly exaggerated.” sa 

In his statement Dr. Fussel 
clared that “far from being exa. 
ations, the full story has not beg 
to be told. There is no question 
persecutions of Protestant Chris 


Latin America.” i 
“While persecution does not occi 
in all Latin America and whi 


ous reality,” he said. 
continues, religious liberty 
main in jeopardy.” ut 

Dr. Fussell pointed out that 
is no persecution in some cou 
where Protestant missionar 
“warmly welcomed.” Some m 
aries, he said, have been decorat 
local governments for their services 

“On the other hand,” he continuec 
“there are certain countries, such 
Colombia, that have brought extremp 
pressure to bear against Protestanr 
Christians. _ : 


y a Sete 


ATTENTION 

This is to call to your attention t 
Mid-Winter Conferences on Evange 
ism to be held January 21-25 a: 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, No 
Hollywood, California, and at the St 
Fair Grounds Arena January 28 * 
February 1, Madison, Wisconsin. _ 


I hope that many of our pastor 
and members of our congregations 
find it possible to participate in 
conferences. 


The Lord of the Church, 
Christ, has given us the charg 
bring the Gospel to all people 
task is great and He provid 
wisdom and the courage to fulfill 


Editorials and Comments 
OUR SURVIVAL 


William Benton, former Assistant Secretary of State, 
ecently writes that Russia is fast catching up with us 
in production. In 1958 they turned out more steel than 
U. S. A. did. In milk, fish and wool they are as high 
as we are per person or slightly higher. In births they 
re slightly higher. Life expectancy is almost as 
igh in Russia as in U. S. A. They have more doctors 
than we have. The weekly class room work demands 
more hours per student than our schools do in the 
condary schools. They turn out twice as many en- 
neers every year as we do. They publish more books 
an we do. They are still far below us in living 
Standard, but they are forging ahead fast. 
Many writers fear for our survival when Russia 
itches up with us. But is this fear based on the right 
ant of view? This view seems to hold that material 
gress alone is the key to the future. So if our stand- 
of living was doubled, we should be better able to 
ive in this world. 
ut this is wrong. People with a high standard of 
are not necessarily stronger than people with a 
er standard of living. Sometimes the lower standard 
‘s strength to the nation. 
The only true strength is spiritual. 
“There are no real signs of a strong spiritual revival 
Sr renewal in America and in Western Europe. We 
rive for this high standard of living and the enjoy- 
ent of life. 
_ We may not survive. When we read the Old Testa- 
vent we find that God judged the nations. He judged 
el and Judah. They were in many respects on a 
ich higher plane than that of the Assyrians and the 
abylonians. But people on a higher plane have a 
ter responsibility. If God gave us talents, we must 
them. 
‘In reading Habakkuk we learn that the Assyrians 
1 conquered Israel to the North. But the Assyrians 
before the Babylonians. Habakkuk is pleased with 
. But he prophesies that the Babylonians may later 
d and conquer Judah. The people of Judah would 
fined in the exile. 
\ would rejoice today if any country subdued 
U _ But then we might start to worry about China. 
ie are not able to predict the future. But we may 
ely say that unless we become more obedient to God, 
fail. 
od gives his Holy Spirit to those that obey him. 
| we read in Acts 5:32. 
ian faith today is all too often satisfied with 
adherence. But faith without obedience is of 
little value. We need a new ethical intenisty in 
-chuch work. Stewardship is only a fraction 
need. Unless the idea of stewardship is inter- 
SO ae it includes the whole life, it means very 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


communism to teach us something. That does not mean 
that communism will survive. It will be thrown down 
some day. But we better watch out and study all our 


human relationships in the light of both the Old and 
the New Testament. 


THEOLOGIAN SCORES MODERN TECHNIQUES 
TO ‘SELL’ RELIGION 

The meaning of the Christian community and its 
Gospel is too often distorted by modern techniques to 
“sell” religion, a theology professor charged at Atlantic 
City, N. J. 

Dr. Roger Lincoln Shinn of Vanderbilt University 
Divinity School, Nashville, Tenn., pointing out that the 
world is enedoay looking for the new”—in cars, 
rockets, satellites, suburban developments, personality 
sciences and amusements—said the churches themselves 
suspect that some people are bored with the “old, old 
story” of the Gospel and try to “refurbish” it. 

“The god of the juke box,” Dr. Shinn declared, “is 
not the God of our Fathers. The god of the hidden and 
unhidden persuaders, who urge us is claim him as a — 
weapon against ‘atheistic communism,’ is not the high _ 
and holy one who inhabits eternity. The vague some- 
body ‘upstairs’ is not the God who so loved the world ie 
that he gave his only son.” se 

He emphasized that “words and deeds” have told a 
across the centuries the story which gave birth to the a 
Church and its mission. One weakness of missionary — 
activity today, he said, is that “churches find it so much — 
easier to extend the glad hand of welcome than to — 
tell the news of what the Church is.” # 

In some cases, he charged, people visit the church « re 
many times before learning what it is or why it is 


there. 


READY TO PAINT THE DAWN it i 

Within the past year a distinguished French artist — 

passed away at the age of eighty-six years. Beginning © 
as one of the impressionist painters of the last century | 
Georges Rouault turned Saee to Christian themes. 


But he was also a ae believer who painted the 
figure of a suffering Savior and who once said he © 
hoped to “paint a Christ so moving that those who see 
him will be converted.” * 


themes. He said that he had so long painted the ¢ fais 
lights that now he thought he had “earned the i - 
to paint the dawn.” 3 


watch at a crucifixion? Too many of us who pray for 
light are unwilling to brave the shadows that precede — 
the dawn. If we are satisfied to walk thredes pee 


sunrise. 
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Chur ch N ews from here and there 


LUTHERANS IN SIBERIA 
ACKNOWLEDGE BIBLE SHIPMENTS 
Hilfswerk, welfare arm of the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany (EKID), 
is receiving up to 100 letters a day 
from German Lutherans in Siberia 
acknowledging shipments of Bibles 
and religious literature, an official of 
the agency said at Stuttgart, Germany. 


Bishop Theodor Heckel, head of 
Hilfswerk’s war prisoners and in- 
ternees branch, which also serves 
Germans abroad, said the letters 
voiced “unbroken confidence in God, 
deep gratitude for relief services, and 
unchanging loyalty for the homeland,” 
which many of the writers have not 
seen for 40 years or more. 


Protestant sources believe the let- 
ters confirm that thousands of Luther- 
an families who formerly lived on the 
Volga River, in the Caucasus Moun- 
tains and other Russian areas, have 
maintained church life despite isola- 
tion and distress for the last 20 years. 


An estimated 1,000,000 persons of 
German ethnic origin are in Siberia. 
Bishop Heckel said believers among 
them are now able to practice their 

- religion more freely since the Soviet 
government’s amnesty laws of 1955. 
The Lutheran Church in Russia was 
_ forcibly dissolved in 1938 and most of 
its members imprisoned or scattered 
ae country. First reports on 
“~ e Lutheran groups were given by 
_ prisoners of war repatriated from Rus- 
sia in 1956. The POW’s said some of 
the groups had preserved their tra- 
_ ditions and faith by holding services 
in private rooms and cellars. 
At the turn of the century, the Rus- 
sian Lutheran Church consisted of 
five districts. Three of them com- 
_ prised what later became the Baltic 
_ States, while two—St. Petersburg and 
ad - Moscow—covered the area of Russia 
Bk cper. The Moscow district was the 
_ largest Lutheran district in the world, 
_ covering an area of millions of square 
miles and including the whole of Cen- 
_ tral, Eastern and Asiatic Russia. 
_ The Church’s last bishop, Dr. Ar- 
 thur Malmgren of Leningrad was ex- 
pelled in 1935 and died in 1946 at 
_ Leipzig, in the Soviet Zone of Ger- 
many. 


CHURCH RENEWAL SEEN 
_ NEEDED FOR SPREADING 
‘ IAN ETHIC 

Americans make a “grave error” if 
- they assume that the United States is 
a Christian nation, an official of the 
National Council of Churches said at 
Atlantic City, N. J. 
_ Dr. Roy G. Ross noted that America 


was founded under the influences of a 
“vigorously proclaimed Gospel” and 
has developed her political and social 
institutions “under the constant scru- 
tiny of the Church.” 

But he warned that Americans are 
in danger if they assume these Chris- 
tian influences can be perpetuated 
without the constant “proclamation of 
the Gospel and the cultivation of the 
spiritual life.” 

The NCC official said this country 
must undergo a religious revival if she 
is to extend Christian principles into 
international affairs. 

Reminding his listeners that “God’s 
world” is largely un-Christian, colored 
and un-American, he said America 
“can have an influence all out of pro- 
portion to her size if she acts on 
Christian principles and with real love 
and respect for people of all colors.” 

“America could be the nation which 
would tip the balance of determination 
of the faith which will eventually 
dominate the relations of nations,” the 
missions leader declared. “However, 
she will never tip this balance in 
favor of a Christian ethos as over 
against complete secularism or nihilism 
until she first decides the faith by 
which she herself will live in today’s 
world.” 

He stressed that America can make 
the right decision only “if she is re- 
evangelized, re-educated and re-mo- 
tivated by a Church with a clergy 
and laity on fire with deep convic- 
tion.” 

Turning to the home missions pro- 
grams of churches, Dr. Ross urged 
that they make use of the knowledge 
of laymen in such fields as sociology, 
economics, political science, social 
welfare, group specialization and city 
and rural planning. 


PROTEST PHILIPPINES 
2-YEAR “LUTHER” BAN 


The President of the Philippine Re- 
public has been told that his govern- 
ment’s two-year-old ban on the com- 
mercial showing of the film “Martin 
Luther” means that Protestants are be- 
ing “greatly discriminated against,” 
according to the Ecumenical Press 
Service of the World Council of 
Churches. 

Continued prohibition of the show- 
ing of the motion picture in Philippine 
theaters, EPS said, has been protested 
in a new open letter from the head 
of the Philippine Federation of Chris- 
tian Churches, Dr. Gumersindo Gar- 
cia. 

He was said to have written Presi- 
dent Carlos P. Garcia that “we are 


we =. 
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requesting you to allow us to she 
this film in a commercial movie hou 
because in our experience showing 
in Protestant churches where fac 
are limited is never satisfactory.” 4 

The federation wants to use tha 
film, it was stated, to help raise part 
of the Protestant quota for playing 
host to the tenth World Jamboree (os 
Boy Scouts. a 

Dr. Garcia informed the Chief Ex: 
ecutive that “we are making this ap 
peal to you because of the belief tha 
we have been greatly discriminatec 
against, EPS reported. 


CANADIAN LUTHERAN = 
WORLD RELIEF BROKE ALL 
RECORDS LAST YEAR 2 
Winnipeg — “Canadian Luther 
World Relief broke all records lass 
year,” the Rev. Clifton L. Monk 0; 
Winnipeg told the CLWR annual me ts 
ing held in Winnipeg, November 
The meeting was attended by 18 reps 
resentatives of all segments of 
Lutheran Church in Canada. 


The 165,000 pounds of used cl 
shipped to the Arab refugees in Pales 
tine was more than twice last year’ 
total, said Mr. Monk, who is the 
ecutive Director of CLWR. ~ 


The 2,500,000 pounds of dried skim 
milk shipped to Europe and Pales’ ne 
were made available by the Canadian: 
government this year for the firs: 
time. © 


The milk and used clotitiar yas 
valued at more than half a million 
dollars. % 


Mr. Monk reported that immigra. 
tion, the other of CLWR’s main con- 
cerns, was at a low level, due to the 
small numbers of immigrants. A tota: 
of 472 persons was assisted with trans- 
portation loans, which is less than halt 
of last year’s total. 

Since beginning its recline 
work 10 years ago, said Rev. Mo 1k; 
a total of 20,000 immigrants has been 
assisted with loans totaling more 1 23 
$3,000,000. + 

In the elections, Dr. Rex Schne 
of Regina was re-elected Pre 
for the twelfth time, and the 
Otto A. Olson, Jr., of Saskatoon 
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TANGANYIKA LUTHERAN C 

DAR ES S ; 
The 115,000-member Lutheran ¢ AY 
of Northern Tanganyika ha 
first African President. He i 
Stefano R. Moshi, a meni a 
Chagga tribe and former vice-p1 
of the Church. 
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The Washington Observer 


i By Gerhard Lenski 


HEALTH INSURANCE FOR 
THE AGED 


| One of the matters to come before 
the new Congress in the near future 
is that of Federal insurance for the 
aged. Social Security benefits in other 
areas, notably those of the sick, the 
disabled and the jobless, were in- 
ereased by the last Congress. Still 
reater increases will be sought in 
his new effort. Coupled with these 
rill be a special drive calculated to 
covide more adequate means for 
lving the health problems of those 
vanced in years. 


~ The major health plan to be pro- 
es . is the one already formulated 
d presented by Representative Aime 
J. Forand of Rhode Island. This meas- 
would provide hospital, surgical 
and nursing insurance for the more 
3 12 million persons now enjoying 
ocial Security benefits. It is planned 
to meet the costs involved by in- 
oT eased Social Security taxation. 
_ Strong opposition to the bill has al- 
ready been expressed by the Ameri- 
can Medical Association which is try- 
ing hard to forestall Federal action as 
proposed by suggesting a low-cost vol- 
intary health insurance drawn up for 
le special benefit of persons over 65 
ears in age and of low incomes. 


Favoring the bill are the powerful 
rees of organized labor, notably the 
\FL-CIO groups. While the battle is 

pected to be a spirited one, these 
bor groups, together with the ever 
reasing number of aged and indi- 
nt voters in the land, are expected 
-ereate a pressure that the Congress 
not find it convenient to resist. 
ose who have ever been confronted 
1 the cost problem involved in 
ng for the helpless and indigent 
d are bound to welcome this pro- 
sd health insurance plan. There 
7 be other and better ways of solv- 
the problem, ways less socialistic in 
ir tendencies. But until those bet- 
> ways are made effective, it looks 
though the one proposed by Repre- 


THE SEARCH GOES ON 
RELENTLESSLY 


‘is the search for a cure for 
the search for drugs that will 
This 


than ever before. So says Arthur S. 
Flemming, Secretary of Health, Edu- 
cation and Welfare in an announce- 
ment recently made in a Washington 
press conference. 


The program as outlined and now 
operative is one of large-scale experi- 
mentation. It involves the united 
and cooperative efforts of hospitals, 
universities, research laboratories, in- 
dustry and Government. Some prom- 
ising new compounds have already 
been found. One such is declared to 
be effective in stopping a rare form 
of cancer. Another, a vaccine, gives 
promise of controlling leukemia in 
mice and possibly also in humans. 
Thousands of substances are tested 
each year in the hope that one will 
finally be found that is entirely effec- 
tive. Millions are being spent, mil- 
lions which only the combined re- 
sources of the many can possibly pro- 
vide. 


It is good to hear all this from a 
man like Secretary Flemming. As a 
Christian of staunch faith and as a 
faithful member of one of our great 
Christian groups, he brings to this 
baffling human problem a sympathy, 
a compassion and a sensitivity of the 
utmost importance. We are bound to 
believe that our Government will be- 
come more Christian in all its outlook 
and workings when its operations and 
ideals are guided by men of the type 
of Secretary Flemming. Many of us 
need to be deeply grateful to him for 
his manifest concern in this bitter 
battle being fought with the dreaded 
disease of cancer. 


CONGRESS IN 1959—ONE 
MAN’S PROPHECY 


The prophets are busy telling us 
what the Congress will do in 1959. 
What is being said is very much in- 
fluenced by party affiliation, by spe- 
cial interest, by wishful thinking. On 
some important issues both Democrats 
and Republicans are agreed. How 
good that is. On some others there is 
a great difference of opinion, so much 
so that Mr. Average Man’s prophecy 
may turn out to be as correct as Mr. 
Lippman’s. 


Speaker of the House Sam Rayburn 
says that the new Congress is going 
to have many financial problems. He 
is probably very right in that asser- 


tion. He says we face a 12-billion- 


dollar deficit at this very moment and 
that we simply cannot continue to 
spend as we now are doing without 
disturbing the national economy in a 
serious way. Still we will be com- 
pelled to spend. Taxes? They cannot 
be raised without causing real trouble. 
At the same time we dare not lower 
them. Somehow we will be compelled 
to find money, more of it. It is going 
to be a real problem. So says this 
one man who ought to know. 


Speaker Rayburn insists that the 
Democrats, with all the labor vote that 
has helped them, are not to be a “la- 
bor party.” Democratic leadership 
does not intend to take the bit in its 
teeth and run away with the Admini- 
stration and the Republicans. Presi- 
dent Eisenhower and his wishes will 
always be given the consideration due. 
Neither the great labor unions nor 
their leaders will be allowed to over- 
ride public opinion and the public 
good. The Democratic party will use 
its control to represent the people and 
to reflect the popular will. It will be 
a party taking its obligations serious- 
ly and accepting responsibility in the 
fullest sense. As Speaker in the House, 
he will see to that. 


Speaker Rayburn’s words are heart- 
ening ones. He is a political veteran 
of long experience, of great wisdom 
and of proven ability. As the New — 
Year unfolds and as Congress recon- 
venes, it is not too much to say that — 
no single individual in the Washing- 
ton picture other than the Chief Ex- ™ 
ecutive himself can speak with the 
authority that he does. Whatever 
their partisan politics may be, our 
American citizens across the land will _ 


do well to heed his words and to 


responsibilities in and under the goy- 
ernment in the forthright manner he 


pledge themselves to honor their own — % 
. 
promises to honor his. ; 


CHURCH NEWS te <3 
(From page 4) 


‘ 
In the full-time post, Mr. Moshi, 52, 
succeeds the Rev. Donald C. Flatt of 
Crewkerne, Somerset, England, who is — 
scheduled for furlough in 1959. A for- 
mer British colonial officer, Mr. Flatt — 
became an active layman and later an 
ordained minister of the Augustana 
Lutheran Church. - 
Mr. Moshi, before entering the min- _ 
istry, was a teacher and after his or- 
dination taught at the Marangu Teach- 
ers’ Training School. He then served © 
as a pastor until he became vice- 
president of the Northern Tangan- — 
yika Lutheran body. He spent sev- es 
eral months in the United States in ig 
1952-53. s ae 
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Albert Lea, Minn., Men’s Project 


A THAILAND LEPROSY MISSION 


Robert Wulff was invited to tell of 
his work among the lepers of Thailand 
at a meeting of the Trinity Brother- 
hood at Albert Lea, Minn., in 1954. 
The number of men present at that 
meeting was not large, but those pres- 
ent were moved by his eloquent and 
sincere presentation to pledge their 
support of Bob since he desired to 
return and develop a colony where 
more lepers might be treated and live 
a useful life. The need was great 
since it is estimated that only five per 
cent of the cases of leprosy are re- 
ceiving any treatment. The work 
started as a project of the Men’s Broth- 
erhood but was soon taken over as 
an obligation of Trinity Congrega- 
tion, with Thailand Mission Group in 
direct contact and supporting the work. 

A native of Albert Lea, Bob Wulff 
first went to the Orient with the Mar- 
shall Mission to China at the end of 
World War II while in the U. S. Army. 
Here he developed a love for the 
Chinese people and also a feeling that 
God was calling him to return to Asia 

. some day as a missionary. After his 
discharge, Bob enrolled at St. Olaf 
College and graduated in 1951. A 
Chinese friend he had made in Man- 
churia, Dr. Chen T. Wang, had since 
evacuated to Formosa and invited Bob 

-to visit him there. With this inten- 


_ tion, Bob left the United States but 
was prevented from going there by 
® _ the State Department. He then toured 
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Bob Wulf and Surin handing out uwenttine and 
to residents of Trinity Village, Thailand. 


the Orient and came to the Presby- 
terian McKean Leprosy Colony then 
supervised by Dr. Richard Buker. 
Here he stayed for a year learning of 
the problems and blessings of leprosy 
work. Bob returned to the United 
States and spent a year as a field rep- 
resentative for the American Leprosy 
Mission. When he returned to Mc- 
Kean Colony he helped Dr. Buker 
film a medical picture on leprosy. The 
Bukers then departed for a furlough 
in America and left Bob as the tem- 
porary supervisor of the colony for 
four months. Then the Presbyterian 
Board placed a man in charge and 
Bob was free to begin a new colony 
with some of the Christian patients 
from the McKean Colony as a nu- 
cleus. 

God has blessed this work wonder- 
fully and provided opportunities and 
guidance far beyond expectations. A 
tract of land was secured for Trinity 
Village in a gently rolling valley along 
a river in the mountainous jungle area 
of North Thailand near the Burma 
border. In August of 1955 the original 
group of nine leprosy patients moved 
into the area and began to clear out 
jungle, construct bamboo houses and 
plant crops. By August of 1956 Trin- 


ity Village consisted of twenty-six 
bamboo 
patients. 

The purpose of Trinity Village is to 
provide a home and means of self- 


dwellings housing eighty 


other clothing from Trinity 


Robert Wulff, Missionary to Thailandy 


support, as far as possible, that theyj 
might live normal lives rather than as 
outcasts from society. Lepers general-l 
ly live a normal life span since lep 
rosy is only an indirect cause of death 
Since lepers are shunned by thein 
own people, when they can live usefu 
lives as at Trinity Village, they 
receptive to the Gospel of Jesus Ck 

A system of banking has been 
up for the patients whereby they m 
borrow a maximum of five da 
(100 baht) to purchase tools, seeds, 
chicks, pigs, or something with whichi 
to begin their own  self-supportings 
projects. These plans are discussed 
before the loans are made so that thes 
patient has a definite idea as to how hes 
plans to make an income. 


The work day is divided into twos 
parts. In the morning all patients are 
required to work at the colony proj 
ects and will receive an equal share 
of colony profits. If a patient is 
crippled to work he will still receiv 
his share. The afternoons and eve 
nings are free to the patients to pur- 
sue their own self-support proje S. 
Some patients make and sell charcoal]*: 
others catch and sell parakeets f, 
the jungle; some raise chickens and 
sell eggs; and some men do y 
carving to sell—for example, elephk 
carved from teakwood. fe 
While Trinity Village was bein 
veloped, it became apparent that 
more patients needed help in 
areas of the land. A system of 


was then started in the Chain 
the Chonburi areas, e 
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orosy. These scattered clinics are 
isited on a set schedule. 

Bob Wulff returned to this country 
1 the fall of 1956, leaving Mr. Surin 
: nowaposit in charge of the colony. 
he Trinity Brotherhood undertook 
1e project of providing a jeep to aid 


s and Bob Wulff took the jeep 
mith him back to his work in the fall 
Be 957. Accompanying him back to 
hailand was Robert Mortensen, son 
r. and Mrs. Garland Mortensen, of 
ity Church, who worked with Bob 
iff for the better part of a year. 

At the present time there are about 
hundred people living in the vil- 
_ Medicine and the story of God’s 
g love are given to about a 
and lepers at the two clinics. 


- Editor: 
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Dr. Wang came to America from 
Formosa and completed his medical 
education. He went to Thailand to 
join Bob this fall, and plans to prac- 
tice and devote part of his time to 
the medical care of the members of 
Trinity Village. 

This is no longer an exclusive Trin- 
ity project, since many of Bob’s friends 
and interested people have and still 
are giving, through the Thailand 
Mission Group, of their prayers and 
gifts to this work among the lepers. 

In one of Bob’s letters, he writes 
as follows: “All these people desire is 
a place to live and work and worship 
freely in spite of their leprosy and 
they will do the rest. You can be 
proud of the opportunity you~ have 
given these people.” 
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Local projects of the Trinity Broth- 
erhood include such activities as sup- 
porting our church softball team— 
which won city championship in 1957. 
On January 19th they will sponsor a 
“Sportsman’s Dinner” for the men of 
our church, featuring Dick Borstad, 
former U. of M. fullback, now study- 
ing at Luther Seminary, as their main 
speaker. Plans for the future include 
an exchange program with the men 


of Community Lutheran, Geneva, 
Minn., and a “smelt feed” in the 
spring. 


Officers of the Trinity Brotherhood 
are: Roger M. Nelson, president; James 
Nielsen, Vice-president; A. Milton 
Highby, secretary; and Kenneth See- 
ger, treasurer. 
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A DISTURBED READER 


A LETTER 


Was with considerable uneasiness and agitation that I 
i the letter from Scrip Sundry in the last issue of The 
Lutheran. The young pastor who was so disturbed 
se his parishioners distrusted his motives in trying 
ich their lives with his knowledge of culture, art, 
aa, theology, philosophy, psychology, psychiatry, poli- 
business and science. If these are what he is deeply 
erested in, where is there room for Christ? One of the 
pst educated, cultured pastors and teachers I have ever 
about or heard of was the Apostle Paul. His epistles 
nb far greater depths, and climb greater heights than 
writings have since; but their only contents were Christ 
Him crucified and risen; and mankind’s great need of 
| and His redeeming love. Saul of Tarsus, who became 
1 the Apostle, and who went out and turned the whole 
‘ld upside down with his intensity of feeling that all the 
ations should know of Christ and His redeeming love. Saul 
‘Tarsus, who grew up in that crossroad city, had drunk 
p of the culture and philosophy of the then decadent 
ece; had learned the material worldliness and was well 
2] rsed in governmental affairs and policies of Rome. He 
d sat at the feet of Gamaliel who had taught him of the 
history of the Jewish people, all their culture, drama, 
wisdom. The one glimpse we have of Gamaliel is in 
}:24-39 which showed shrewdness, tact and diplomacy. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


tf ooks reviewed may be " purchased from. 


good book for all young couples, and 
older ones for that matter also. 


He, Paul, had all that, but counted it for nothing as we see — 
in Phil. 3:8. He was in Athens, the center of art, culture 
and philosophers, but he did not talk to them of those things 
but of an unknown God and judgment to come. And when 
he was speaking to Felix he didn’t talk politics; he reasoned 
of Christ and judgment until Festus accused him of letting 
his much learning make him mad. Paul knew that all the 

wisdom of the world counted for nothing in the light o 
eternity; but what one knew of Christ, and what one igs 
with that knowledge would save. 


tains of worldly knowledge but forgot God. Where ar 
they now? What this poor old sin-sick, weary world needs, — 
and what the people, the common people if you will, are 
hungry for is Christ and His love. All that you are in 
terested in has its noblest beginnings in the Bible. Th 
Bible has infinity and infinitely more—it has God’s preciou: 
Son, and what He was willing to do for man. You coul 
live to be one hundred years old and preach every Sunda: 
on that theme—and you would just be beginning. And thi 
people would still be hungering and thirsting for that old 
yet ever-new story. If you want to teach people about all 
those other subjects you are interested in, take a position in 
a college or university; but if you would enrich their lives, 
preach Christ and Him crucified and arisen! : 
A disturbed reader 


That Church in Your Life 


By Rolla O. Swisher, Warner Press : 


: in Publishing House, Blair, Nebraska. 
ymmon Sense in Marriage 

q Herbert A. Streeter, The Warner 
ss, 123 pages, $2.50. 


ooks about marriage appear 
This is one which 


Bible Reading Guide 
By Henry Young, The Wartburg Press, 
96 pages, $1.00. 

If anyone wants to read the Bible 
through in one year, here is a fine 
guide. Reading for each day is sug- 
gested, and there is a short explana- 
tory paragraph about each day’s read- 
ing. Three chapters a day and you 
will make it. There is also a chapter 
about Better Bible Study, and finally 


a series of report cards to mark the 
_ progress of the reader. 


a 


96 pages, $1.25, paper. 


Thirteen chapters on church me 
bership. Each chapter may well forn 
the basis for an address, or it m 
be read aloud in one of your cir 
meetings. Here are a few chapter 
titles: Religion is in Style; Two-w 
Love; Get out of the Bleachers; Pos- 
sess your Possessions; Operation Door- a 
bell; Main Street Religion and others. 
It is easily read and it is definite 


worthwhile. ~ 


WHO IS THE WRESTLER? 


Who is the wrestler? 


He is a member of the congregation. 
He has been exposed to the teachings 
of the Lutheran Church. He has ex- 
perienced the sting of guilt. He has 
come to grips with his sin. He has 
tried to please God. He has discovered 
that he fails in this effort. He has felt 
the work of the Holy Spirit convicting 
of sin and directing him to faith in 
Jesus Christ as the only solution to 
sin’s guilt and consequences. 


He shares something with Mission- 
ary Paul. He has discovered that the 
solemn resolutions to be good fall 
short. He confesses to himself that 
the good that he wants to do he fails 
to do, and the evil from which he 
would like to refrain he practices. He 


~~-~-has_resolved to love his neighbor as 
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‘much as he loves himself, but fails in 


z this. He has made some efforts to be 


more generous with his time, talents 
and treasure, but has found that this 
is not as easy as it appears. 


He has discovered that accepting 
Jesus Christ is not the end of the 
struggle with his sinful nature, but 
the beginning of it. He has learned 


a struggle which does not end with a 
prayer. He has learned that one of 
his most sinister enemies is himself. 


He may be a respectable office- 
holder in the church—a member of 
the church council, the choir, the Sun- 
day School staff, the other organiza- 
tions of the church. He may lead in 
the family devotions and command 


_ the respect and admiration of other 


eid 


» 
¥ 


-_ members 


Jensen, Petersen, etc. 
oe . woe 
names of other nationalities have been 


_ the wrestler. 


of the congregation. He 
knows that the more conscientious and 
determined he is in his desire to please 
God, the more intense the struggle is. 


In the UELC his name is Hansen, 
In recent years 


added— Jones, Smith, Brown and 

Black. Regardless of the name, he is 
None escape it. The 
Christian life is a struggle. A Chris- 
tian is the wrestler! He struggles to 
apply the cross to his sins. 


* Tae 


CHURCH “FIGHTS” 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 
Sir: 


Sometimes it is said with wringing of hands: “Why is there so much 
controversy in churches?” : 

People who thus wring their hands and _loftily place themselves 
above such things, often point to congregations currently enjoying an 
era of relative quiet and say: “Why can’t our congregation be more 
like that one?” : : 

Well, the fact of the matter is that there is no congregation that 
has not at some time during its life had some internal strife. It just 
happens that these conflicts seldom occur in two neighboring congre- 
gations concurrently. So let us remember that no congregation can 
ever say that it is free from strife. Nor can a pastor resolve a con- 
troversy by the mere act of moving elsewhere. The life of a congre- 
gation, its stature, its character, and its value in the Kingdom cannot 
be judged either favorably or unfavorably by a few months or even 
a few years of its history. So let no church member pride himself on 
the fact that things are momentarily running smoothly in the congre- 
gation. Anyhow, the important thing in any congregation is that the 
Word of God and the Sacraments are rightly administered. 

I have seen it happen in churches that when they seemed most 
widely divided on matters of policy and lesser things, the members 
attended church more regularly and in larger numbers than ever be- 
fore. More people hearing the Word and receiving the Sacrament— 
is this bad? 

Here is a congregation which for a time cannot agree about a 
project or policy—let us say, on whether or not to build a new church. 
Being a democratic institution, it can look to no one (not even to the 
pastor) for an arbitrary resolving of the controversy. The pastor and 


Therefore a protestant congregation in which there has never been and ~ 
never will be any controversy is inconceivable. So, when there is 
no dictator (as there is in Roman Catholic parishes, namely, the priest), 
there will be some controversy. The only other way to avoid all con- — 
troversy would be for both schools of thought to give in to each other. 
Ah, but then nothing would ever be accomplished. Baa 
_ Those, whether clergy or laymen, who would end all controversy — 
with the simple assertion that it is wrong to fight, overlook the fact 
that causes seem important to people and that sometimes it is well — 
that a good cause is supported in the face of opposition, win or lose. 

But what pastors must ever strive to teach the members of their 

flocks is that arguments based on personal prejudices, or selfishness 
(in any form—whether they be pocket-book-protectionism or the pride 
of office) is not valid argument, but just plain SIN. 
_ Every great church will occasionally find its robes and paraments 
in the disarray of combat—which is all to the good because then things 
get accomplished. Controversy alone is not cause for repentance. But 
the motives out of which people argue can and very often are so selfish 
that the only cure for them is repentance and forgiveness. 

Having now said the foregoing, I am prepared to admit that no 
argument can ever be completely pure and free from personal motiva- 
tion and that in every church controversy that I have witnessed or 
experienced, there are always those who argue from a selfish premise 
and therefore believe that all others do the same. On the other hand, | 
those who loftily abstain from arguments in congregations are fre- 


others can bring their influence to bear, but they cannot dictate. 


quently people who know that they cannot argue without getting . 


personal. It is well that these abstain from argum + 

eee from eta brick-bats at others for not penis fire 

ing. I i i . 

uely he ing en things become selfish or personal, sin rears its 

great man once said something to the effect th 
wrong in itself. But one of the mai i 

clearly defined for both sides. oa he eee 


When se is pre pons much good — 
one side of is 
right and the other wrong, both will still have learned much, provided 


in the background.  — 


Yours, 
Scrip Sundry 
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get the real issues _ 
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; SOREN KIERKEGAARD—THE DANISH TIME-BOMB — 
a (Continued from page 1) 
ninimum of so-called research, and one on top of the other. 
_ 3, Kierkegaard is famous today because he has influenced 
such important people. Kierkegaard was a major factor in 
stirring Karl Barth into his major creative work. Brunner 
admits that he writes his theology from perspectives gained 
from reading Kierkegaard. Reinhold Niebuhr, one of the 
shrewdest theological minds in America today, confesses 
that Kierkegaard was the greatest religious phychologist 
the church has ever had. 
g Kierkegaard was remarkable in that prophetically he 
llenged the thought of his day. 
: Kierkegaard vigorously opposed the doctrine of a state 
hhurch. To be born a Dane automatically made one a Chris- 
lian! It was effortless—to be a Dane is to be member of the 
state church which is to be a Christian! But Kierkegaard 
how clearly this contradicted the New Testament teach- 
g of the difficulty of being a Christian—the forsaking of 
| things, the carrying of a cross, the being persecuted for 
arist’s sake, the being cast into prison, the being hated by 


ark! A state church which includes everybody, and a gos- 
“which calls to few to live a life of suffering and sacri- 
ee, are incompatible. Even to this hour European theolo- 
ans have not really answered Kierkegaard, although they 
a) at least beginning to think that he might be correct. 

5. . Kierkegaard is great because he possessed an unusual 


ni d,. which reflected its Bersus in many directions. He not 


>| ehent of his spiritual life, but he had a unique mind. 
if he were only an acid critic of his Danish church he would 
e but a paragraph in a history of Danish Christendom. If 
he were noted solely for his spiritual development and pe- 
liar saintliness he might make a chapter in a work on Lu- 
veran hagiography. The full weight of his importance rests 
athe profundity of his writings. 

E e was an able philosopher, and was brilliantly analytic 
2 his psychology of religion. He was not a typical research 
10lar but wrote from an inward fountain of genius. His 
mpt to chart the inner geography of the spirit as it 
ved towards God is one of the masterpieces of religious 
chology, right or wrong. He believed that there were 
es through which tthe soul passed in its religious move- 
ts, and he attempted to describe these stages, and to de- 
nine under what conditions the soul moved from one to 
he next, and what occurred within the soul when it entered 
1 new stage. 

He was an able theologian—in his own way! He is no typ- 
al student of the fathers or scholastics, nor systematizer of 
rofound analysis of theological concepts and how they are 
be believed. Some of his leading notions in this theologi- 
analysis are: 

Paradox: Kierkegaard believed that the authentic stamp 
f a tnue theological statement was that it was in the form 
a paradox. The gospel was not some neatly packaged 
hilosophy which a well-educated man could heartily ac- 
but it was an absurdity, an offence, a paradox. Rather 
concurring with man’s reason it shocked it. This is not 
advantage, but the very striking power of the gospel! 
incarnation tells us that this particular historical person 
: God-man. This shocks our reason, for God and man 
polar opposites. Yet it is the truth—a paradox—and if 
1 will believe it, it will inwardly and spiritually trans- 
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THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college 


DIAMOND JUBILEE YEAR — 1959 


Plans for the Diamond Jubilee celebration of Dana 
College are under way. Nine committees have been 
working at formulating plans for the celebration of 
the institution’s 75th Anniversary. 


The main celebration is tentatively set for November or 

5 and 6, but all college events during the year will be ~ 

given Diamond Jubilee emphasis. 5 e 

aa 

The first day of the main celebration will be in con-_ 3 
nection with Trinity Seminary and will feature a guest — 

theologian. Outstanding educators will be on the. pro: 

gram the second day. 


Homecoming — 1959 will be another major celebra- =e 
tion weekend. Mr. Val Peterson, Ambassador to Den- 
mark, and fromer Governor of Nebraska has tentatively 
accepted an invitation to be Homecoming speaker. ; 


The nine committees who have been working on 
Jubilee plans are as follows: Alumni; Board of Trustees; 
Administration; Danish-American Organizations in O- — 
ee and soEmer Governor of Nebraska oe ee 


mae chiral of Blair. 


THREE STUDENTS COMPLETE 
DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 


Three Dana students will complete requirements for 
graduation at the end of this semester. Bill Davis of 
Omaha will have completed his studies for a Bachel 
of Science degree in Education with a major in Physical — 
Education. Lee Ramage of Omaha will finish work t 
wards a Bachelor of Science degree with a major 
biology. Camilla Watt of Buffalo, Wyoming will con 
plete work for a Bachelor of Arts degree mes a maj 
in Music. 


The second semester begins January 19, 1959. 
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"HOW PARENTS AND ADULTS BENEFIT FROM YOUTH” 


By Mrs. Clifford Nelson, 
Bethesda Lutheran Church, 
Eugene, Oregon 


When I was asked to present a sketch of the bene- 
fits of youth, or rather, how parents and older people 
benefit from youth, I gave it serious consideration. No 
matter what statistics or details I could produce I still 
only scratched the surface. 

_ After much concentration and some research I seem 
to sense two sets of benefits. Let’s begin with the ob- 
vious. (I) Perhaps the first benefit that I as a parent 
— could give would be the sheer joy of having young peo- 
_ ple around me to love—and to be the recipient of their 
love. 
_ Youth is filled with such an exuberance of joy and 
ig the thrill of living—of discovering age old things, still 
new to them, that some of this life spills over on me 
__ and I relive the thrills and the expectancy of my own 
youth. I am given a new outlook on life and I become 
younger in my outlook. Youth possesses a courage and 
a fearlessness that surely is a gift from God. I am 
strengthened and encouraged through these traits of 
_ character in our youth. . 
ee - Youth is not miserly—it gives of itself completely. 
_ The unexpected caress—a door opened in courtesy—the 
warmth of a young person’s smile—a package lifted 
_ from weary arms—a friendly greeting to the white- 
haired grandparent. Who is to measure what these 
_ things, and countless other gestures of love and respect 
_ from our youth can mean to one who is older? 
Bea: Then there is Uncle Sam. If I were to offer my 
services to him he would only scorn me, but he reaches 
_ out with open arms to the youth of our land. Youth 
_ in response gives of its strength and vitality to safe- 
guard the liberty and the freedom that those who are 
older have won for us. 
All of us as parents can look about our homes and 
_ see the evidence of youth there. Perhaps a knickknack, 
_ a piece of pottery made with loving hands, a room well 
_ ‘kept, a polished car, a well trimmed lawn, errands will- 
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YOUTH SUNDAY 
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(II) Then there are those benefits in which God has 
a part. Every father I suppose longs for a son to “carry 
on” after himself. The coming of children into a home 
is part of life’s discipline. Young people unconscious. ; 
become a means of teaching parents some of life’s greati 
est lessons. Parents too are selfish and self-centere d— 
but young people make their demands on parents, nov 
necessarily selfishly but normally. Children must be 
fed and clothed and educated often at the expense | 2 
the parent’s going without! The net result is that be 
cause of the love which the parent has for his el f 
the parent learns the great lesson of true unselfish 3 
and the genuine joy of giving to others. That is a pa 
of God’s plan for parents. Rees | 

Most people need to LEARN patience. I don’t be. 
lieve we are born with it! With young people aro och 


there is a lesson in patience every day. J 
Sometimes sickness and trouble come to our you th. 

Parents are brought to the feet of Jesus in their be 

half and the Lord of Life becomes even more “real” 


to us as parents. 


It takes young people to round out our understan dir 
Adults can never reach the maturity they should wi 
out children. Young people are life’s greatest pro 
The product of men’s brains and brawn—sk cr 
bridges, buildings, rockets, are all perishable while o1 
our youth lives forever. The character we bui d 
our youth by the help and the grace of God, the les 
we teach them, the resulting benefits to our own ch 
acter, will live on in the world to come. = 


Have we met the challenge? Have we reac 
standards God has set for us in our dealings 
youth of our land—specifically with the youth 
church, community, our home? May God, 
of all ages guide and direct all our ways and 
OUR YOUTH, and us as parents so that His wi 
be done among us. ; ae 
i 
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The Pastor And The Adolescent 


These are excerpts from a lecture by Dr. C. Richard 
venson delivered at a Pastoral Seminar conducted by 
utheran Welfare early in 1958. Dr. Evenson, director 
' parish education for the Evangelical Pathersc Church, 
especially interested in methods of helping adolescents 
a confirmation age. 

Adolescence is a time for youth to test himself as 
1 as his family. With the challenge of his whole 
before him he must constantly “try himself out” 
} see if he “has what it takes.” 


All adolescents are profoundly concerned about three 
feat questions, and they are religious in nature. There- 

e the church has a special task to help him find 
swers to these three questions: 


Ww ho am I? What are my limitations, and strengths, 


Thom will my work serve? Does God have some- 
thing for me to do; what can I contribute? 


IS A SYMBOL OF THE CHRISTIAN COM- 
ITY. “Parson” comes from “the Parson” 

the person in the community who exemplifies what 
God desires his people to be. 


IS = LEADER. In the sense of “foremost com- 
ion” rather than in the sense that he is elected. 


er generation. He is “on the teen-ager’s side,” 


‘also of the adult world. 


TE IS A PROPHET. An interpreter of God’s Word. 
Te is the “conscience of the Christian community.” 
constantly declares God’s Word about our time, 
Ives, our actions. He points to Christ so youth 
et their own standards. 
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YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BOARD 


CORRECTION 


SOME COPIES OF LAST WEEK’S ANSGAR LU- 
THERAN GAVE JANUARY 25TH AS YOUTH SUN- 
DAY. THE CORRECT DATE IS FEBRUARY IST. 
YOU ARE FREE TO CHOOSE ANOTHER DATE FOR 
YOUTH SUNDAY IF NECESSARY. 


AVOID THE LAST-MINUTE RUSH FOR MATERI- 
ALS. ORDER YOUR YOUTH SUNDAY BULLETINS 
AND OTHER MATERIALS NOW! 


MANY LEAGUES RECEIVE A SPECIAL OFFER- 
ING ON YOUTH SUNDAY FOR OUR LUTHER 
LEAGUE FOREIGN MISSION PROJECTS. WE HAVE 
A LIMITED SUPPLY OF OFFERING ENVELOPES 
FOR THIS PURPOSE. THEY ARE FREE UPON RE- 
QUEST. OUR LUTHER LEAGUE JAPAN MISSION 
PROJECTS ARE: 


$1,000.00 annually toward Pastor Lloyd Neve’s salary. 
$1,000.00 annually for Bible Camps in Japan. 
$250.00 annually for support of Japanese seminary 

students. 


Your Youth Director will visit churches and leagues 
of the Pacific District this month. He will take part 
in Men For The Ministry Conferences in Lynwood 
and Palo Alto, and in the Evangelism Conference in | 
North Hollywood. Please remember him in your 
prayers. 


Chimes Receives Praise 


Chimes in a letter addressed to Pastor Robertson, our 
Youth Director: Rea | 
“What a fascination for me to look through your 
Christmas Chimes this year. It is downright exciting. 
And to see included there the article by Dibelius and 
also Hal Luccock’s presentation on Acts which I dug 
up a couple years ago in a little known commentary © 
of his was truly gratifying. I think the job that has 
been done on that is excellent and ranks with any 
annual that is put out in the impact that it makes — 
for enjoying the Christmas Season. Thank you very 
kindly for the copy which will be in prominent diss 
play in our office.” oe 
The E.L.C. Youth Office also distributed Sa of. ; 
Chimes to forty key persons in their Luther League, and 
Pastor Brown in telephone conversation with Past 
Robertson indicated that he sees a real place for Christ- 
mas eating in the future. 
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DAILY PRAYER 


Morning 
Lord, as thy mercies do surround us, 
so grant that our returns of duty may 
abound; and let this day manifest our 
gratitude by doing something well- 
pleasing to Thee. 


Noon 
Thine is the day, O Lord, and thine 
is the night, 
Grant that the sun of righteousness 
may abide in our hearts 
To drive away the darkness of evil 
thoughts. 


Night 

Father, before I close my eyes, I 
would look back over the day to see 
if I have used it well. Whatever came, 
did I turn it to good? Whatever op- 
portunity arose, did I see it as service 
to Thee? If my answer is “yes,” that 
is the praise of joyful lips; but if 
uncertainty clothes my mind, let it 
become readiness to greet the morrow 
and serve Thee better. So during the 
night watches, my meditation shall be 
sweet. 


SUNDAY ISN’T SUNDAY 
By James A. Sanaker 


I know a thousand things to do 
When Sunday rolls around, 
But most of them will interfere 
With worship I have found; 
If I use the day for pleasure 
I leave conscience in the lurch, 
For Sunday isn’t Sunday 
Unless I go to church. 


A man may tinker with his car, 
Or take his shotgun out, 
Or he may grab a rod and reel 
And try to catch some trout; 
- A woman has her household tasks, 
_ Like mending socks or shirts, 
But Sunday isn’t Sunday 
To those neglecting church. 


We can follow inclination 
And just loaf around all day, 

We eat and sleep and eat some more 
But take no time to pray; 

The habits of indifference 
Will any soul _ besmirch. 


And Sunday’s never Sunday 


Unless we go to church. 
—North Shore Baptist 


TRAILS 
_ Trails were very important to early- 
day Indian agents and pioneers! 
' The thirsty deer following the wind- 
scent and river—making its own trail 
a. through thickets, woods and mysteri- 


ous canyons, never knew that Indians 
and white men would some day build 
wigwams and canoes, giant skyscrap- 
ers, schools and churches where their 
small hoofs pressed the grass into a 
visible trail! 

The deer trail ofttimes meant life 
to settlers and Indians for it always 
led to fresh water! Indian boys and 
pioneer lads were taught early to 
distinguish between the deer trail and 
the endless pack-rat trails which led 
to debris and destruction. 

Along the deer trails, Indian treaties 
and council meetings were held. Later, 
millions of head of cattle were driven 
over these same trails to be followed 
by caravans of freight, wagons of salt, 
fur and gold. 

Watering spots and campsites along 
these “trails became what are known 
today as the main streets of our towns 
and cities. Santa Fe, New Mexico; 
Topeka, Kansas; and the cities along 
the Chisholm Trail are examples. 

There are many trails in life. We 
need to learn early, as did the young 
Indian boys and pioneer sons) the 
sure and safe trails to follow. Chris- 
tian trails are always trustworthy! 
Jesus tells us, “I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life.” “Follow Me,” 
He asks. 

—The Christian Index 


When It’s The Other Fellow 


Have you ever noticed? 

When the other fellow acts a cer- 
tain way, he is “ill-tempered;’ when 
you do it’s “nerves.” When the other 


fellow is set in his ways, he’s “ob- 
SUS when you are itis just “firm- 
ness.” 


When the other fellow doesn’t like 
your friends, he’s “prejudiced;” when 
you don’t like his, you are simply 
showing that you are a good judge of 
human nature. 

When the other fellow tries to treat 
someone especially well, he is a 
“flatterer;” when you try the same 
thing you are using “tact.” 

When the other fellow takes time 
to do things, he is “dead slow;” when 
you do it, you are “deliberate.” 

When the other fellow spends a lot, 
he is a “spendthrift;” when you do, 
you are “generous.” 

When the other fellow holds too 
tight to his money, he is “close;” when 
you do, you are “prudent.” 


When the other fellow dresses ex- 
tra well, he’s a “dude;” when you do, 


it is simply “a duty one owes to so- 
ciety.” 


January 12, 1 


When the other fellow runs gree 
risks in business, he is “foolhardy 
when you do, you are a “great finax 


7 


cier.’ 

When the other fellow says whe 
he thinks, he is “spiteful;” when y 
do, you are “frank.” 3 


Turning Bread Into Stones 
Charles Spurgeon said upon ony 
occasion: “A man must have a stow 
digestion to feed upon some men 
theology: no sap, no sweetness, ry 
life, but all stern accuracy, and flesh 
less definition.” He _ said furthe 
“Turning stones into bread was ov 
Master’s temptation, but some of 
servants yield to a far worse tempe 
tion than that, of turning bread int 


stones.” 4 
* 
WHERE TO LIVE : 
By Frederick D. Brewer 
In these days of rising prices, : 
Housing shortage, and _ inflatiox 
“Where to live,” to be precise, 
Now the question of the nation. 
If a house you think of buying, — 
Though the sales talk be enticing 
Twenty years you will be trying 
To “Get by,” by sacrificing. y 


If you’d rather be a renter, } 
Just remember it’s a “Boner” 

To keep paying for a tent or 
House and never be the owner. = 


There’s one place, my friend, hov 
ever, 

Where you life will not be “H my 

drum” ~ 

And you'll fail to prosper never, : 

If you live “Within your income” 


“Whenever my wife needs mo ne ex 
she calls me handsome.” 
“Handsome?” ‘5 
“Hand some over!” 


“Gus,” said Bill, as he conga 
with Gus on the way back to 


“are all the rest of the boys out a he 
woods yet?” : 


“Yes,” said Gus. 

“All six of them?” 

“Yes.” 
“And they’re all safe?” a ; 


“Yep,” answered Gus, “the 
safe.” a 


“Then,” said Bill, his chest 
“T’ve shot a deen - a 


muy 2 12, 1959 
. SOREN KIERKEGAARD 
3 (Continued from page 9) 


oxes is precisely to shear Christianity of all its power and 
itality. If we did this, men could easily, carelessly, and 
hog ihtlessly become Christians. It is surprising how much 
ontemporary theological literature concurs with Kierke- 
aard’s notion of the theological paradox. 

Faith: Faith is generally classified as an act of the will or 
f the intellect, or some sort of combination of both. But to 
Sierkegaard faith is the supreme emotion. The purpose of 
le paradox is to stimulate and provoke faith. A paradox 
annot be grasped by the mind—for it is a paradox—and 
herefore it can only be grasped by an emotion—faith. When 
aith is excited it profoundly alters man’s inner life, The 
Sierkegaardian formula is that faith (the supreme emotion) 
Ss aroused by the Incarnation (the supreme paradox), and 
esults in the spiritual transformation of the inner life of the 


Bible Study: Kierkegaard taught that there are two meth- 
d of studying the Bible. Both were important but one 
Guld not be the substitute for the other. There was the 
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tute his critical study of the Bible for the spiritual study of 

the Bible; and the spiritual study of the Bible is no substi- 

tute for its critical study. 
* * cd 

Kierkegaard was much put out with the critical study of 
the Bible in his day. The scholars were learned men, but 
not spiritual men. They judged the meaning of the Bible, 
but they never let the Bible judge the meaning of their lives. 
They analyzed the text, but they never let the text analyze 
them. They searched the Scripture, but never let the Scrip- 
ture search them. 

* * * 

Supposing, says Kierkegaard, that a man receives a letter 
from his lover in a foreign language. He sits down and care- 
fully translates the letter. But this is not reading it asa 
love letter. When he had finished translating the letter, 
then he leans back and reads it as a love letter. So, all the 
critical study of the Bible is necessary, but a critical study 
of the Bible is never reading the Bible as God’s Word. Only 
in love and obedience is the Bible read as God’s Word. The 
Word of God will never come to the scholar who pads his 
britches, to use Kierkegaard’s own illustration, with his 


OLp- TIME CHURCH FINANCE 
= By S. L. Morgan, Sr., 

a 

Wake Forest, N. C. 


was in the “good old days” of 

church finance in rural churches. 

Jack, ” as everybody called him af- 

Betionately, was a prominent, well- 

o-do citizen and perhaps the leading 

ember of the rural church of 250, 

2 I preached two Sunday after- 

a month. For many years Jack 

aad been deacon and chairman of the 
inance committee. 


They paid me $300 a year for the 
wo services. To raise it Jack met 
he / members as they arrived on the 
; grounds and asked them for 
e small assessment placed on the 
embers for “pastor’s” salary.” Giv- 
s to missions was almost nil. Yet 


he average of rural members. 


Repeatedly I preached to the dea- 
rn _and the church “stewardship and 
sions” and urged that the church 
ight to do its business in as busi- 
esslike a way as the biggest bank in 
town nearby. And I urged that 
would require that the mem- 

underwrite a church budget, 
h member offering so much a week, 
pay the amount through a church 
‘elope system week by week as an 
of worship at the church services. 
ack opposed it. He said, “I’ve been 
ecting the pastor’s salary for 
wenty years, and haven’t I succeed- 
2 ‘Let well enough alone.” The 
deacons agreed with me, but 
d to go against Jack. He was 
ent and popular and consci- 


al study of the Bible with commentaries and diction- 
. This is necessary and not to be derided. There is the 
al study of the Bible, too. The scholar cannot substi- 


and patient with Jack, and he’d come 
around in time. For a while Jack 
blocked the way. Then Jack did a 
magnanimous thing. I love to recall 
it. 

One Sunday morning before the 
church he got up and said, “I’ve con- 
scientiously opposed the envelope sys- 
tem. But Ive been wrong; I move 
we all approve it and use it.” It car- 
ried the whole church. 


We had members to divide their 
gifts, each putting part in the bene- 
volent end of the envelope. The en- 
velopes came in at every service. 
Complete success delighted all, and 
none more than Jack. 


Be patient and sweet with old- 
timers; yet sometimes it will be neces- 
sary sweetly to go forward over them 
trusting them to follow. 


BOOK REVIEW 


Beyond Conformity 


By W. Curry Mavis, Light and Life 
Press, 160 pages, $2.75. 


This is a book that stimulates the 
thoughtful reader. The writer is wor- 
ried about what he considers culture- 
religion. He wants a more fundament- 
al and evangelical faith. The reader 
will get the impression that he fears 
institutionalized religion, because it 
does not become personal. No doubt 
the author would not feel at home in 
a Lutheran church because of our 
liturgy. He thinks of religion in terms 
of revivals, such as those of the pie- 
tists and the revival of Wesley’s time. 


commentaries and lexicons! 
to him who reads the Bible with love and obedience. 


The Word of God comes only | 


—Condensed from “Eternity.” 


We do not agree with him on this. 
We believe and we have experienced 
that a deep Christian life may be de- 
veloped in the Lutheran church. Yet 
the book makes you see the need of 
the Christians taking up their cross. 
They are not to be conformist in this 


world. This is the special point in the _ 


book, and for which we are thankful. 


Quality Printing . . . 


Letterheads - Envelopes 
@ Reports 

@ Booklets of All Kinds 

@ Parish Papers 

@ General Church Printing 
Write fer Prices or Quotations 


Mail Order - Fast Service 


e@ All Lutheran Materials 
@ Books 

@ Bibles 

e@ Sunday School Materials 
e@ Church Supplies 


Write for Catalog 


Lutheran Publishing House 
138 North 17th Street 


Blair, Nebraska 
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Brush, Colo., First English Luth. Church for Foreign Missions ...... wusstctounsnses ssesenensasseastenenenenenecseasnes® 
Given by an anonymous donor for Japan Mission, South America Mission, Sudan Mission, 


sion $100* AS oT ROE AM PE ES Pe rts Gt CU eS weyeseees sevensanteseentantessererensensnsneceee® 
Given by Daily Vacation Bible School Jr. Class for Colombia Mission, South America... 


From Sunday School Pentecostal Collection for Colombia Mission, South America .... 
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Minneapolis, Minn., Pastor and Mrs. A. Th. Schultz for LWA $10, in memory of Dr. Silas An- 
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in Synodical Budget. ** Of this total $2,687.59 is for Forward Phase. 

> | 
thanks. Blair, Nebraska, December 31, 1958. 


nks to the many loyal supporters of this most worthy cause. P. V. Hansen. 
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happy to report with this final report.for the 1958 year that Lutheran World Action has been oversubscribed by $1,0 
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BOLD WHITE STRANGER—Florence E. Beausay 


Teen-agers will enjoy this exciting adventure 
story of life in the back country of Alaska. 
They'll meet Hans and Peter Termote, teen-age 
sons of a lay missionary to the Eskimos. They’ll 
join the boys as they learn about living on this 

= _ far northern frontier. They’ll fly along over 
thé snow behind a team of “Huskies”; they’ll 
_ know the thrill of shooting their first giant bear; 
_ they'll shiver at the sight of the ferocious “bold 
__ white stranger,” gaunt and seemingly indestruct- 
ible white timber wolf; they’ll joyously join in 
at the salmon run. These are just a few of the 

adventures in store for eager young readers in 
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EVANGELISM 
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A _ this truly prize-worthy story. 
Mol ai Sree | $2.50; Postage 14¢ 


EVANGELISM FOR TEEN-AGERS 
—Howard W. Ellis 


A how-to book on youth-to-youth evangelism, 
directed to high-school-age young people and 
their adult counselors. 

After analyzing the hopeful as well as alarm- 
ing features of the youth scene today, the author 
shows how young people can be challenged to 
begin with their “in” group, strengthen the 
youth fellowship, and then with a new concern 
reach out to bring in teen-agers not now being 
reached by the church. 

The techniques of the “witness mission” are 
explained, and helpful suggestions are given for 
developing a year-around program. There is 
considerable illustrative material. 


Pride tegit icc eed mirowis $1.00; Postage 14¢ 


Lutheran Publishing House 


138 North 17th Street 


Blair, Nebraska 
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HOW DO YOU DO?—Edward KuhIimann ~ 


The word which the title and the book stre 
is You. The question is, “How do you dog 
There are sixty human interest chats. The storr 
that the author tells, his applications, his CO} 
ments, his philosophy, are all meant to ente 
tain and inspire you. The themes are 
“Majoring in Minors,” “Please Pass the Forgett, 
“Ani-mules,” “Does Your Religion Play?” 7 i 
book will be appreciated as a gift, too. -¥: 
will enjoy every page. 
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SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY—Elisabeth E 4 


‘He is no Fool who gives what he cannot 
to gain what he cannot lose.” So wrote Ji 
Elliot at age 21, sweating over Greek roots : 
epistemology at Wheaton College. 

“Seven years later,” writes his widow, “he a 
four other young men... sat together on) 
strip of white sand on the Curaray River, « 
in Ecuador’s rain forest, waiting for the arri 
of a group of men whom they loved, but 
never met, the savage stone-age killers, 3 ma 
known to all the world as Aucas.” Ma 

The details of their martyrdom are by na: 
well known in one of the great missionary storii 
of modern times. But this book goes dee] 
it exposes the very roots of what makes 
at the threshold of life commit his very bei 
to a God whom he felt, even then, would ca 
him out to unexpected death at any Grass 
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THE STORY OF THE CHURCH a 
—Walter Russell Bowie . 


showing the spirit of Christianity that 
dured through the centuries. 


Pric@:, “as kecckwaa one $2.95; 


YOUTH’S COURTSHIP PROBLEMS — 
—Alfred L. Murray 


“This book will be helpful to young 
It will be helpful also to adult ca f 
youth .. . It is strong in that it does ; 
young people nor deal with the probler 
cussed in an emotional way. Instead, th 
seeks to help young people understand 
plications of various Lente courtshi D 
and to evaluate them. 


